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of the Russian marriage and consequently disappointed, to keep a
check upon her feelings. As a matter of fact, he thought, it would
be far pleasanter if Maximilian were to marry Queen Victoria of
England. He repeatedly asserted that there was no objection to
this in the Bavarian State or Family Law. But he finally decided
that this was his son's own affair. The King, now in his fifty-
third year, felt strong and well. Touch wood, I am as fit as a
fiddle/ he wrote to his friend.1

No sooner were winter's social duties ended than the King
wished to go to Italy again. He was interested to see Mariannina's
new husband and to find out whether Mariannina herself had
really lost so much of her former beauty. But he did not venture
to go to Ascagnano on a visit without further ado as formerly;
he wished first to discover what Waddington's attitude would be
to his wife's old friendship. Waddington, on the other hand, would
not accept the King's invitation for he was sensitive to the gossip
that had made free of his predecessor's name. 'Evelino would
not like to hear it said,' wrote Mariannina, 'that he himself had
taken his wife to her lover.'2

But Ludwig would not give in, and finally it was arranged that
the Waddingtons should meet the King as if by chance in Foligno
half-way between Perugia and Rome. The King examined his friend
with curiosity. The meeting was only a short one: the following
day Ludwig was in Rome again. Full of enthusiasm, he wrote a
sonnet to the town which had never been desecrated, for although
Napoleon had been to Moscow and Cairo he had never reached
Rome. Ludwig then went to Panella on the island of Ischia to
take the baths, and there lived a quiet life. It did him good, but
not for long: 'I like it for a change,' he said; 'for the rest, I delight
to rule and find pleasure in my duties as King.' On his return
journey he paid a short visit to the Waddingtons in Ascagnano.
Ludwig regarded the couple critically. 'It is not love which
unites them, but friendly affection,' remarked Ghita.3

The King compared his friend, whom the years had not left
untouched, with Therese who had been his wife for nearly twenty-
nine years:

1 Ludwig I to Tann, Munich, 31st October and 23rd November, 1838. Tann
family archives.

a Mariannina Waddington to Ludwig, Ascagnano, 4th February, 1839.
Munich H.A.

3 Ghita wrote repeatedly in this sense to Ludwig I, between 16th January
and 26th March, 1840. Munich H.A.